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Session Objectives:

Å Use inquiry to compare/contrast Barn 
Owl pellets from 4 U.S. regions

Å Introduce a new and improved 
version of a familiar lab activity

Å Learn what owl pellets are and 
how they are formed



What Do You Know About Owls?



What Do You Know About Owls?

Eyesight Hearing

Feet/Talons

Feathers

Diet



What Do You Know About Owl Pellets?

End product of 

digestive process

May contain bones, teeth, 
hair, feathers, scales, and 

insect skeletons



How Do Owl Pellets Form?



How Do Owl Pellets Form?



Can you describe each step?



Owl Pellet Formation:



Why Study Owl Pellets?

Å Learn about feeding habits

Å Study ecosystems

Å Determine availability 
of prey in an area

Å Learn about whoo
eats whoo in a food 
web



National Science Education Standards:

Å Science as Inquiry Standards K ï12

ï Abilities necessary to do inquiry

ï Understanding about scientific inquiry

Å Life Science Standards K ï12

ï Organisms & environments

ï Populations & ecosystems

ï Behavior of organisms

Å Science in Personal and Social Perspectives 
Standards K ï12

ï Characteristics & changes in populations

ï Populations, resources, & environments

ï Population growth



Dissection Materials:


