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Owl Pellet Inquiry: Analyzing
Regional Variation
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Session Objectives:

A Learn what owl pellets are and
how they are formed

A Introduce a new and improved
version of a familiar lab activity

Owl pellets from 4 U.S. regions
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“~ What Do You Know About Owl Pellets?

-

End product of
digestive process

May contain bones, teeth,
hair, feathers, scales, and
iInsect skeletons
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How Do Owl Pellets Form?

HOW DO BARN OWLS MAKE PELLETS?
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Can you describe each step?

HOW DO BARN OWLS MAKE PELLETS? ANSWER SHEET
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Owl Pellet Formation:

HOW DO BARN OWLS MAKE PELLETS? ANSWER SHEET

Prey is positioned head- Prey is swallowed and passes Prey enters the glandular
first in the beak. through the esophagus. stomach.

Enzymes break-down the prey Nutrients are absorbed into the body ) Wasle is excreted through
and nutrients pass through the from the intestine. Hair is pressed the vent. Pellet is orally
muscular stomach. around the bones of the prey. expelled.
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Why Study Owl Pellets?

A Learn about feeding habits

A Study ecosystems

A Determine availability
of prey Iin an area
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A Learn about whoo
eats whoo In a food
web
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