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AUTOPSY: Forensic Dissection 
with Carolinaôs Perfect Solution®

Pigs



CarolinaÊ Forensic Dissection Kit

Classroom Kit includes :
Å 8 Carolina's Perfect Solution ® Pigs
Å Carolina's Perfect Solution ® Pig Heart
Å Carolina's Perfect Solution ® Pig Kidney
Å 7 Prepared Microscope Slides
Å 40 Large Weigh Boats
Å 8 Absorbent Pads

Å 8 Suture Needles

Å 8 Sponges 
Å 8 Hand Lenses
Å Nylon Line

Classroom Kit
Catalog no. 221489

Student Kit
Catalog no. 221488



Why Are We Doing a Pig AUTOPSY?

Å Similar to human anatomy 

Å Organ systems are completely 
removed and studied 

Å New and unique dissection 
protocol 



Objectives

Å Conduct a fetal pig dissection using the 
protocol for a human autopsy

Å Experience the quality of Carolinaôs Perfect 
Solution ® specimens



Safety Issues

ÅPersonal protective equipment
Gloves , goggles, and lab aprons

ÅSharps
Scalpels and other sharp instruments should 
be used sparingly; exploration is better 
performed with blunt instruments

ÅSafety tip
If you are not using an instrument, set it 
down



Modeling a ñRealò Autopsy

Å Prosector ɶThe forensic 
pathologist conducting the 
autopsy

Å Diener ɶThe morgue 
assistant

Å Materials manager ɶ
Responsible for 
instruments and supplies

Å Recorder ɶRecords all info 
for autopsy report

Forensic
Pig 

Dissection



Getting Started

Participants work in 
groups of 2

Prepare for 
dissection



Dissection Preparation Tips

ÅOrganize your dissection area

ÅWear apron , gloves, and safety glasses

ÅPlace absorbent pad under the 
dissecting pan (white side up )

ÅLay out your instruments so they are 
easy to access



Additional Materials Management



Prepare Rubber Bands



Remove Specimen from Bag 
and Place on Tray

Twist one side of rubber 
band around one leg. Wrap 
band around back of tray 
and twist around the other 
leg .



Determining Gender

Male Female



Determining Gender

Umbilical cord

Teats

Urogenital 
opening

Scrotum

Genital 
papilla

Anus



External Anatomy

Examine external features beginning with 
the HEAD . Pay careful attention to :

Å Amount and color of hair

Å Unique markings

Å Mouth

Å Nostrils

Å Tongue

Å Ears

Å Eyes



Autopsy Report

Location Observations

Head

Dorsal Side

Ventral Side

Appendages

Posterior 

(including 

genitalia)



Prepare for Internal Anatomy



Making the First Incision

Feel for the space between the top of the 
shoulder and the corner of the jaw. This 
will assist you in making the initial 
incision.



Classic Y Incision for Internal Anatomy



Y- Shaped Incision

Å Continue cutting the tail of 
the Y incision until you 
reach the umbilical cord

Å Use appropriate cut for 
male or female pig

Å Cut the skin, muscle, and 
connective tissues of the 
chest wall (exposing the 
sternum and rib cage)



Lift the V - shaped flap and pull it gently upwards. Use the 
tip of the scalpel as shown to assist in lifting the flap.



Thymus gland tissue: Tease away 
to expose the thyroid gland below, 
lying between these 2 masses.



.  
The thymus gland 
tissue is removed, 
and the thyroid 
gland is exposed.

Thyroid gland

Thyroid cartilage 
over larynx

Trachea


