
Feline Anatomy 
Featuring 

Carolinaôs Perfect Solution® 

Cats

Carolina Biological Supply Company



Objectives 

Å Introduce general structure, anatomy, and 
physiology of the cat 

Å Explore the benefits of using the cat as a model 
organism for your next mammalian dissection

Å Experience the quality and introduce the benefits of 
Carolinaôs Perfect Solution® specimens



Å 15 Carolinaôs Perfect 
Solution ® plain cats

Å 15 plastic storage bags 
and waterproof name 
tags

Å Teacherôs manual and 
reproducible student 
sheets

Å Dissection of the Cat 
manual

Catalog no. 221481

Carolina Ê Cat Dissection BioKit ®

A FREE kit will be raffled 
after the session and 
shipped to the LUCKY 

winner!



Carolinaôs Perfect Solution® Specimens

Å No formaldehyde odor

Å Nontoxic

Å Superior quality

Å No special ventilation or 
disposal required

Å Use in any classroom or lab

ñCarolinaôs Perfect Solution® is an excellent preservative 
and it provides a much better atmosphere for students. We 
highly recommend it!ò
Robert Bowden
Instructor in Gross Anatomy
Wake Forest University Medical Center
Winston - Salem, NC



Why Cat Dissection?

Cat dissection offers an excellent opportunity for your 
students to:
Å Learn vertebrate anatomy and morphology

Å Discover the structures and processes shared by cats 
and humans

Å Develop a greater appreciation for the complexity of 
life

ñCat dissection really helped me learn about the organs, 

systems, and functions. More importantly, it gave me a 
better understanding of how the body works as a whole.ò
Jennifer S. Nimtz
Freshman Chemistry Major, Pre - Medicine Concentration
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, MI



Carolina Dissection Materials



Å Organize your dissection area.

Å Use appropriate personal protective equipment:  
apron, gloves, and safety glasses .

Å Use large animal dissection tray to contain 
specimen and fluids.

Å Lay out your instruments so they are easy to 
access.

Dissection Preparation Tips



Dissection Preparation

Å Work in groups of 4. 

Å Each group will work through 
an introductory investigation 
of the cat.

Å Use diagrams to reinforce 
what you learn from the 
procedure.



Remove cat from the bag.

Retain bag and fluid for storing your cat.



Observation Will Guide the Investigation
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Proper Skinning Technique

Å There really is more 
than one way!

Å Avoid injection areas.

Å One side only.



Å Cutting lines for 
dissection by students

Å Allows for pelt to be 
placed around cat for 
storage after each 
dissection session

Cutting Lines



Å Cutting lines for this 
workshop

Å Exposure of thoracic and 
abdominal regions for 
muscle identification 
and internal exploration

Cutting Lines



Proper Skinning Technique

Å Keep scalpels 
pointing and cutting 
toward skin.

Å Lifting and 
separating from 
fascia with blunt 
instruments . . .



Muscle Isolation

Å Opportunity for 
extensive study of 
morphology and 
kinesiology and/or . . .

Å General muscle 
architecture

Muscle types: 
Å Smooth or striated

Å Shape: convergent, strap, 
fan, or pinnate

Å Points of origin and 
insertion marked by dense 
connective tissue 
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Opening the Thoracic Cavity

Å Be careful to make shallow incisions so that the 
thyroid and thymus glands remain intact.

Å Use scalpel or scissors to expose throat/neck 
region and the sternal region.



Initial Incision



Cutting the Chest Plate


