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GRADE 1

Smithsonian Science for the Classroom Module:  How Do Living Things Stay Safe and Grow? 
www.carolina.com/ssftc 

Discussion Questions:
   1. How are young and adult plants alike?
   2. How are they different? 
   3. How can you tell when a plant is an adult? 

Discussion Questions:
   1. How are young and adult animals the same?
   2. How are they different? 

Discussion Questions:
   1. How do scientists know what mosquitoes cause     
       diseases? 
   2. What would you ask a person who studies
       mosquitoes?
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READING

4 Discussion Question:
   1. Which behavior of parents do you think is 
       most important? 

Discussion Questions:
   1. Why do some animals need a person to care 
       for them?
   2. How do people help animals if their parents 
       canʼt care for them?
   3. What questions would you want to ask an 
       animal keeper? 

Discussion Questions:
   1. How do sharp or pointy body parts help animals
       and plants? 
   2. What other body parts help animals and plants
       survive? 

Discussion Question:
   1. Why do people make objects that mimic
       animals?



Smithsonian Science Stories: Grade 1 Life Science Survival Stories—Discussion questions with 
anticipated response 

“About to Sprout” 

1. How are young and adult plants alike? (The both have roots, stems, and leaves.) 
2. How are they different? (The roots and leaves of adult plants are bigger than young plants.) 
3. How can you tell when a plant is an adult? (You can observe how it changes.) 

“New at the Zoo” 

1. How are young and adult animals the same? (They are usually the same shape. They have the 
same body parts like legs, flippers, beaks, fur, or feathers.) 

2. How are they different (Adults and young may be different colors or have shorter legs, beaks, or 
flippers. Young animals are smaller than adults.) 

“Matching Mosquitoes” 

1. How do scientists know what mosquitoes cause diseases? (They use tools to looks closely at 
mosquitoes. They look at mosquitoes and see if they match the types they know are dangerous.) 

2. What would you ask a person who studies mosquitoes? (Where did mosquitoes come from? 
Why do they bite us? Why are there so many kinds of mosquitoes? What are good things about 
mosquitoes?) 

“Protective Parents” 

1. Which behavior of parents do you think is most important? (I think getting food because 
without food animals can’t live long. I think staying safe because predators will hurt animals if 
they are not kept safe. I think protection from the environment because being hot, cold, or wet 
makes animals unhappy.) 

“People as Parents” 

1. Why do some animals need a person to care for them? (Their animal parents were not able to 
care for them.) 

2. How do people help animals if their parents can’t care for them? (They do the same things the 
animal parent would. They mimic the animal parent’s behavior.) 

3. What questions would you want to ask an animal keeper? (What did you need to learn to do 
your job? Why did you become an animal keeper? What do you like best about your job? What 
surprises can happen working with animals?) 

“Scales, Spikes, and Spines” 

1. How do sharp or pointy body parts help animals and plants? (They can use sharp, pointy parts to 
get food or to protect themselves from predators.) 

2. What other body parts help animals and plants survive? (Fur and feathers keep animals warm. 
Waxy leaves and roots keep plants from getting too dry.) 

“Parts with a Purpose” 

1. Why do people make objects that mimic animals? (The objects help them survive. The objects 
are important to the culture.) 
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