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Smithsonian Science for the Classroom Module:  How Can We Find the Best Place for a Plant to Grow? 
www.carolina.com/ssftc 

GRADE 2

Discussion Question:
   1. What do tomato plants need to grow?

Discussion Questions:
   1. What foods was Reena able to grow?
   2. What other foods grow well in a city? 
   3. What are good reasons to grow food if 
       you have space? 

Discussion Questions:
   1. Why are bees important? 
   2. What types of bees do you see where you live?
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POLLINATOR 
PROBLEM p.24
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4 Discussion Questions:
   1. What problems do pollinators face? 
   2. How can you help solve pollinator problems? 

Discussion Questions:
   1. Why do burrs stick to fur and clothing? 
   2. Why is it important to notice that burrs stick 
       to fur and clothing?

Discussion Question:
   1. How do animals help plants grow?

Discussion Questions:
   1. How do horticulturists use science?
   2. What questions would you ask a 
       horticulturist?



Smithsonian Science Stories: Grade 2 Life Science Blossoms, Bees, and Seeds—Discussion questions 
with anticipated response 

“Root, Shoot, Flower, and Fruit” 

1. What do tomato plants need to grow? (Seeds, water, the Sun’s light, and bees to move pollen.) 

“A Farm in the City” 

1. What foods was Reena able to grow? (She grew tomatoes, onions, lettuce, and lemons.) 
2. What other foods grow well in a city? (I would grow cucumbers, radishes, peppers, and beans.) 
3. What are good reasons to grow food if you have space? (You get more than you do at the store. 

You can share with other people.) 

“Benefits of Bees” 

1. Why are bees important? (They spread pollen to plants so that the plants can grow the fruit we 
can eat. They make honey and beeswax that we can use.)  

2. What types of bees do you see where you live? (I see bumblebees around the flowers near school. 
I see carpenter bees around my house.) 

“Pollinator Problem” 

1. What problems do pollinators face? (People change their habitats and they can’t build nests. They 
can’t find food. Materials that kill pests hurt pollinators too.) 

2. How can you help solve pollinator problems? (Put different types of plants in gardens. Don’t use 
materials to grow plants that can harm pollinators.) 

“A Sticky Idea” 

1. Why do burrs stick to fur and clothing? (The burrs have hooks when you see them up close. The 
hooks grab onto loops.) 

2. Why is it important to notice that burrs stick to fur and clothing? (It was important because hooks 
and loops could solve a problem and help people by holding things together.) 

“Scatter and Scat” 

1. How do animals help plants grow? (Animals forget where they scattered seeds and the seeds grow 
into plants. Animals eat seeds and poop them out. The animal poop helps the seeds grow into a 
new plant.) 

“Planting with Passion” 

1. How do horticulturists use science? (They ask questions about what plants need and try to find the 
answer.) 

2. What questions would you ask a horticulturist? (What is your favorite plant? What do you like best 
about your work? What problems or challenges come up in your work? How have you solved a 
problem? How do you know what a plant needs?) 




